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Professional and technical experiences:

In 2003-2006, in the frame of my PhD project, I carried out different field trials to evaluate the sampling properties of a new kind of sticky-trap for container-breeding mosquitoes designed by the A. della Torre’s group in the Department of Public Health Sciences, University "La Sapienza":

· in Rome (Italy), to analyze of the sampling properties of the new sticky-trap in two study areas where Aedes albopictus is abundant (July– December 2003).

· in Rome, to evaluate the capacity of the new sticky-trap in monitoring the population dynamics of Ae. albopictus as compared to standard ovitrap collections (August 2003 – July 2005).

· in Kamphaeng Pet (Thailand) to evaluate the sampling properties and the capacity of the new sticky-trap in monitoring the population dynamics of Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus as compared to Back-pack Aspirators collection, in a dengue endemic area (November 2005 – January 2006).

· in Puerto Ayacucho (Venezuela), to evaluate the sampling properties and the capacity of the new sticky-trap in monitoring the population dynamics of Ae. aegypti as compared to Tire Trap collections, in a dengue endemic area (August-September 2006).

During these three years I have been involved in field studies on the transmission of Human Herpes Virus 8 (HHV8), the etiological agent of Kaposi Sarcoma in collaboration with Prof. M. Coluzzi and Prof. V. Ascoli. In particular, we investigated the possible role of biting arthropods in the epidemiology of Kaposi Sarcoma in Mantua (northern Italy) and in Sardinia, collecting Diptera (Culicidae, Psychodidae and Ceratopogonidae) by CDC Miniature black light traps.

In 2001-2002 I collaborated with Prof M.A. Bologna’s group (Biology Department, University of Rome “Roma Tre”) to the “Reconstitution Project of the Castelfusano’s pine-forest” funded by Environmental  and Agricultural Politics Assesorship of Rome’s Municipality, to study the Scarabaeidae colonization after the 2000 fire. 

In 2000 I took part in “The Sustainable Management of Wetland Resources in Mercosur” project, funded by EU to conduct entomological and herpetological research in Laguna Iberà Reserve (Argentine, Corrientes). These research are illustrated in one CD-rom made by Hydrobiology Labotatory of Ministry of Agricultural Politics in Rome.

From 1999 to 2003 I attended the faunistic and animal ecology Laboratory of the Zoology Department of  the University of Rome “Roma3” (Proff. M.A. Bologna and G. M. Carpaneto) to study the ecology and the taxonomy of terrestrial arthropods, with particular reference to Coleoptera Scarabaeidae, which was the subject of my first degree (laurea) thesis.
From 1997 to 1999 I took part in the “Rome’s Amphibians and Reptiles Project”, funded by Environmental  and Agricultural Politics Assesorship of Rome’s Municipality, to study the Amphibians and Reptiles fauna of urban Roman areas. 

Awards
ACME  student travel award to support travel and accommodation costs for graduate students attending the annual American Society for Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH)    meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, 11-17 November 2006.
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Zucchetto A, Senis G, Valerio L, Facchinelli L, dal Maso L, Coluzzi M, Ascoli V. Uneven distribution of sand flies in areas at variance for classic Kaposi's sarcoma incidence and Kaposi's sarcoma-associated herpesvirus prevalence in Sardinia. Cancer Causes and Controls. (Submitted). 
Facchinelli L, Koenraadt CJM, Fanello C, Kijchalao U, Valerio L, Jones JW, Scott TW, della Torre A. A novel sticky trap for Aedes (Stegomyia) adults collects more mosquitoes outdoors when tested in a dengue-endemic area in Thailand. American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, (Accepted).
Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Pombi M, Reiter P, Costantini C, della Torre A 2007. Development of a novel sticky-trap for container-breeding mosquitoes and evaluation of its sampling properties to monitor urban populations of Aedes albopictus. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, 21(2):183-95.
Ascoli V, Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Manno D, Coluzzi M. 2006. Kaposi's sarcoma, human herpesvirus 8 infection and the potential role of promoter-arthropod bites in northern Sweden.
Journal of Medical Virology. 78(11):1452-5.

Ascoli V, Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Zucchetto A, Dal Maso L, Coluzzi M. 2006. The distribution of mosquito species in areas with high and low incidence of classic Kaposi's sarcoma and seroprevalence for HHV-8. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, 20(2):198-208.

Carpaneto GM, Maltzeff P, Piattella E, Facchinelli L. 2001. Nuovi reperti di Coleotteri Lamellicorni della Tenuta Presidenziale di Castel Porziano e delle aree limitrofe (Coleoptera, Lamellicornia). Bollettino Associazione Romana di Entomologia, 56 (1-4): 311-329.
Publications in preparation

Facchinelli L, Koenraadt CJM, Fanello C, Valerio L, Jones JW, Scott TW, della Torre A. Testing the efficacy of a novel sticky trap in collecting the dengue vectors in Thailand. 

Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Pombi M, Costantini C, della Torre A. Ecological studies on Aedes albopictus in Rome.
Valerio L, Grassi D, Facchinelli L, della Torre A. Blood feeding pattern of Aedes albopictus in three ecologically different study areas in Rome.
Invited  Presentations during national/international Congresses:

4Th International Congress of The Society for Vector Ecology  (SOVE, Nevada 2–7 October 2005):
Facchinelli L., Valerio L., Pombi M., Reiter P. della Torre A. A novel sticky trap for collecting container–breeding mosquitoes. Reno,.

1° Convegno nazionale sulla zanzara tigre (Parma, 10 May 2006): A new sampling tool for Aedes albopictus sampling, and extra-European field trials. 

Presentations  during national/international Congresses:
Facchinelli L, Koenraadt CJM, Fanello C, Kijchalao U, Valerio L, Jones JW, Scott TW, della Torre A. Testing the efficacy of a novel sticky trap in collecting Stegomyia adults in a Dengue-endemic area in Thailand. 55th Annual Meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH), Atlanta, Georgia, 11-17 November 2006.

Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Pombi M, Costantini C, della Torre A. A mark-release-recapture study using a novel sticky trap to identify ecological barriers for Aedes albopictus in Rome. XVI Congresso Società Italiana di Ecologia (SItE), Viterbo-Civitavecchia, Italy, 19-22 September 2006

Facchinelli L, Koenraadt CJM, Kijchalao U, Valerio L, Jones JW, Scott TW, Della Torre A. Testing the efficacy of a novel sticky trap in collecting dengue vectors in Thailand. XXIV Congresso Nazionale Società Italiana di Parassitologia (SoIPa), Messina 21-24 June 2006

Valerio L, Ascoli V, Facchinelli L, Zucchetto A, Dal Maso L, Coluzzi M. The distribution of mosquito species in areas with high and low incidence of classic Kaposi’s sarcoma and seroprevalence for HHV-8. XXIV Congresso Nazionale SoIPa, Messina 21-24 June 2006

Ascoli V, Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Zucchetto A, dal Maso L, Coluzzi M. La distribuzione di zanzare in aree ad alta e bassa incidenza di sarcoma di Kaposi classico e sieroprevalenza per HHV-8. X Convegno AIRT. Reggio Emilia, 5–6–7 April 2006.

Facchinelli L, Valerio L, Pombi M, Costantini C, Reiter P, della Torre A. A novel sticky trap for collecting container-breeding mosquitoes. 54th Annual Meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH). Washington, USA, December 11–15, 2005.

Santolamazza F, Caputo B, Pombi M, Avellino P, Facchinelli L, Besansky NJ, Sagnon N’F, Costantini C, della Torre A. Knock-down resistance (kdr)  in Anopheles gambiae  S molecular form in Goundri village (Burkina Faso) between 1998 and 2003. 4Th International Congress of The Society for Vector Ecology  (SOVE). Reno, Nevada, 2–7 October 2005.
della Torre A, Facchinelli L, Pombi M. A novel device to trap Aedes albopictus and monitor its population dynamics. IX European Multicolumn of Parasitology (EMOP). Valencia, June 19–24 2004. 

Facchinelli L, Pombi M, Reiter P, della Torre A. Monitoring Aedes albopictus population dynamic in the zoo of Rome by a novel sticky trap. XXIII Congresso Società Italiana di Parassitologia. Vietri sul Mare, Napoli, 9–12 June, 2004.

Pombi M, Facchinelli L, della Torre A, Costantini C. Culicid larvae in catch drain basino in Rome, Italy. XXIII Congresso della Società Italiana di Parassitologia (SoIPa). Vietri sul Mare, Napoli, June 9–12, 2004.
della Torre A, Facchinelli L, Pombi M. Aedes Albopictus al Bioparco di Roma. Ecosistema Roma, Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei. Roma, Italy, April 14–16 2004.

Facchinelli L, Pombi M, Costantini C, Reiter P, della Torre A. A new sticky trap to collect Aedes albopictus and monitor its population dynamics. 53nd Annual Meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH) Miami,. Florida, USA, November 7–11 2004.






