Proposed California Apiary Research Commission Would
Fund Honey Bee Research
Honey bee research would receive a substantial shot in the arm if beekeepers operating in
California decide to form the California Apriary Research Commission to support honey bee
research and information distribution. If they register to vote by May 30, 2011, and vote
approval in July, 2011, beekeepers who operate 51 or more colonies of honey bees, with the
intent to produce income, would be required to pay a small assessment on each colony.
Since the fees would be assessed on the 500,000 or so colonies resident in California, as
well as the 700,000 or more that are trucked into California from out of state, more than 1,000
beekeepers could be involved.
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is doing its best to compile
a list of potential voters for the July referendum. The records may be scant, since many
beekeepers do not register when they are in California, do not pass through the border stations,
and do not submit records to the National Honey Board. CDFA plans to mail registration forms
to the beekeepers it can locate, but many potentially eligible voters will be missed.
It you wish to vote in the referendum and doubt that you will be hearing from CDFA,
move on to the next pages to see what CDFA has to say about this referendum. The third page
of its information is the Beekeeper Registration Form. It has to reach the CDFA office by May
30, 2011.
The commission would be overseen by a seven-member Board of Directors, including an
appointed public member. One of the beekeeper directors must reside outside of California. The
beekeeper directors would be elected either by “mail balloting” or by “in-person nomination
meetings.”
To put this in perspective, if the directors decide to assess each colony 50 cents (the
assessment cannot exceed $1.00 for the first five years), and the fee was paid on one million
colonies, that means $500,000 for research, minus a bit for administative fees. That amount of
money would allow the commission to support projects that could not be funded previsouly due
to lack of funds. And, if the referendum is approved, beekeepers would vote every five years
whether or not to retain the commisssion.
Also, at $0.50 per colony, that would be one-third of one percent, or three onethousandths, of a $150 almond rental. Many beekeepers feel that reducing their income from
$150 to $149.50 is worthwhile when the money is going to support research that should provide
useful information for their operations.
If you wish to be involved in the decision making, be sure that you are registered by May
30 to vote in the July referendum.

